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From Lieutenant Wright
SOABBOBO, MAINE, Sept. 15th, 1865
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLEB, LOWELL, MASS.
GENL.: This being the third anniversary of the battle of Ponchatoula, I am reminded of the events of that day.
I think, Sir, there is a disposition among historians to neglect or underrate that engagement. The events of that day are still as fresh in my memory as though they had transpired but yesterday. I notice some errors in all the accounts of the transactions I have ever seen in print.
Now that the war is ended, and we have plenty of time to consider the events that have transpired, would it not be well to see that history speaks correctly, and gives to each engagement the prominence due, and to those who fought, and especially to those who died, the honor due. Brave men died at Ponchatoula. Shall it be that in after years those who read our histories of the war shall fail to find any mention of the engagement at Ponchatoula?
I would not, however, urge the matter upon your attention, but would respectfully call your attention to the fact that some of our prominent historians need a little looking after in order that justice may be done. If it would please you, I will give you a minute account of all that came under my own observation on that day.
With much respect, your obt. servant,
HORATIO WRIGHT, Late 1st Lieut. Col. ISth Maine
From General Butler to Lieutenant Wright
Sept. 10, 1805 P.M.
MY DEAR SIR: True history cannot be had. Men will gain names in history for conducting campaigns successfully who only slaughtered their men. Generals will have fame for great military talent who never won a battle. It will be thought, until true history is written, a great achievement to have taken seven thousand two hundred men with one hundred and fifty thousand. How, then, can you expect your gallant little achievement, when one hundred men took a town and withstood six times their number, to have a fair place in history?
No more gallant or glorious achievement took place in the war than the affair of Ponchatoula, but that is the reason why it will not have a place in history. ^^ ^ B F B